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The purpose of this assignment is to familiarize students with people who have made a 
difference in areas related to diversity. These people have made contributions to psychology or 
other disciplines, the local community, and/or in U.S. history. A short list of names is provided 
on p. 3 of this document. I add names of local people who have contributed to diversity. The 
students’ task is to research their assigned person(s) and make a brief (5-minute) presentation 
describing their assigned person’s work/professional life and its relevance to our class. I ask 1-2 
students to present each class day.  
 
Students are encouraged to add personal notes that they find especially interesting, but the 
primary focus is on the person’s professional contributions or place in history. For their assigned 
person(s), students present: 
 

a) A 5-10 sentence biographical statement about that person. This might include starters 
such as birth/death dates, where educated, primary scientific/professional contributions, 
and a bit about her/his personal life. 

b) A short summary of the person’s contribution to psychology, our local community, or 
U.S. history, with a focus on those contributions related to diversity. 

c) A fact about the person that they found particularly interesting. 
d) Photos of that person if available. 

 
Students are encouraged to keep their presentation as engaging and interesting as possible, 
with a blend of breadth and depth about 1 or 2 aspects of this person’s life/career they found 
especially noteworthy. Guidelines for effective presentations are provided on p. 2 of this 
document.  
 
Wikipedia is a good starting place, but remind the students that they are responsible for the 
accuracy of the information they provide. This is, of course, true for all Websites/sources. Some 
of the assigned people will have their own website that students can consult, so encourage 
them to Google their assigned person. Below are a few websites that might help get students 
started, depending on who the assigned person is.  
 

History of Psych website:  http://academic.udayton.edu/gregelvers/hop/welcome.asp 
Psychology’s Feminist Voices:  http://www.psych.yorku.ca/femhop/ 
Women in Psychology page:  http://psychology.okstate.edu/museum/women/cover2.html. 
SPSSI Timeline: http://www.spssitimeline.org/ 



 

Guidelines for Preparing Your Presentation Using PowerPoint or Prezi 
 

How to Prepare Why You Do It 
Identify two or three main points • Don’t overload the listener with too much 

detail 
Decide how to introduce and explain the 
background related to your main points 

• Keep your presentation focused on the few 
key points you are addressing 

• Get a feel for what ideas need to be 
repeated at various points during your 
presentation 

Practice out loud • Give yourself a feel for what your 
presentation sounds like and how long it 
takes 

Make your PowerPoint/Prezi readable. Use 
bullet points, not complete sentences. Use a 
readable font. Don’t put too much on a slide. 

• You want people to listen to you, not to 
squint to read your slides. 

Prepare a backup • Sometimes technology fails. Have your 
slides at least two places (e.g., thumbdrive 
and Dropbox) 

Use visuals if possible, including photo(s) of 
person 

• Improves memory of person(s) you are 
describing 

 
Adapted from Beins, B. C. & Beins, A. M. (2012), Effective writing in psychology: Papers, 
posters, and presentation (2e). Malden, MA: Blackwell. Used by permission of the authors. 
  



 

Short List of People 
Marian Anderson 
Sandra Bem 
Elizabeth Blackwell 
Ruby Bridges 
Elaine Brody 
Mary Whiten Calkins 
James Earl Chaney, Andrew Goodman, Michael Schwerner 
Judy Chicago 
Kenneth & Mamie Clark 
Kay Deaux 
Eugene Debs 
Florence Denmark 
Alice Eagly 
Medgar Evers 
Emma Goldman 
Diane Halpern 
The Harlem Hellfighters (WWI) 
Greg Herek (psychologist) 
A. Leon Higginbotham 
Jenny Holzer 
Evelyn Hooker 
Daniel Inouye 
Jack Johnson (and the Great White Hope) 
Alfred Kinsey 
Henrietta Lacks 
Thurgood Marshall 
Oscar Robertson 
Janet Taylor Spence 
Claude & Shelby Steele 
Derald Wing Sue & Stanley Sue 
Francis Cecil Sumner 
Emmett Till 
Madame C. J. Walker 
Margaret Floy Washburn 
Howard Zinn 

 
 
 
 


